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Context 

• written in mid-1800s(1850-1880) 

• long lines, lack of rhyme, prose-likestructure 
wereall uniqueinAmericanpoetry 

• useof catalogues todocumentsubjects 

• strong description and imagery 

• praises the democratic spirit of Ameri ca 

• he senses a connection between people, is 
proud of his American heritage 


Song of Myself 

SECTION 1 
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Section 1 Terms Explanation 

• Atom : a term describing the smallest imaginable 
particle from which all life is made 

• Loaf : relax, rest, be at ease 

• Lean: to recline, to lay back 

• Creeds : belief systems 

• Schools : philosophicalschools ofthought, howto 
live life 

• Abeyance : to suspend temporarily 

• Sufficed : content with, happy with 

• "Without Check" : without control or limit 


Section 1: Celebrate & Sing 

He is n't literally singing 
Referenceto poetictradition ("singto meo 
muses" i n the Greek) i n which the poet asks to 
be inspired by muses (Greekgoddesses) 

- Who is Whitman seeking inspiration from? 
Celebrate\s figurative, nota literal party of 
festival 

- How might he mean "celebrate" sothat we 
understand he is proudof himself? 



Section 1: Whitman and You 


Whitman's poem is about connections 
between people, the idea thatthere aren't 
any barriers or differences 

- Identify lines thatconnectto this idea. 

- Identify imagesthat Whitman uses when writing 
aboutthis idea of connections between people. 

- What is hisattitudetoward "you"-that is, toward 
other people- in relation to himself? Which lines 
support your analysis? 
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Section 1: The Old School(s) 

Li ke the Roma nti cs, Whitman wanted to throw 
off the i nfl uence of the ol d ways of thinking 
and establish a new perspective. 

- Identify lines that indicate this desire. 

- How does Whitman view these old schools of 
thought? Identify lines that supportyour analysis. 



Section 1: Nature and Original Energy 

• Read lines 12-13 of Section 1 

• The oldest religious beliefs (all the way backto 
hunter-gatherernomads) that humansformed 
revolved around the idea that life was sacred and 
that its energy had to be renewed through 
sacrifice (Armstrone AShort Historvof Mvth l 

• Whitman is alluding to this idea of the original 
power of the world, before humans and 
civilization, which is infiniteand the source of life 
and creativityfCampbell The Herewith a 
Thousand Faces ) 


Section 1: Nature and Original Energy (cont) 

• Read lines 12-13 of Section 1 

• Whatstatements does Whitman makeabout 
himself in these lines? Explain his meaning. 

• He connects himself to Nature. Whatqualities 
does he give Nature? Explain what these 
qualities say about how Whitman views 
himself. 

• Does Whitman i ntend for us to a dmire him for 
being so confident or does he intend for us to 
a dmire ourselves? Identify lines to support 

your contention. 
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SECTION 6 


——— 1 ——■ 

Section 6 Terms Explanation 

Disposition : qualities that make up a 
person's character 
Designedly : done on purpose, with 
intention 


Section 6 Image Analysis 

Grass is the domi nant i mage 
Itis used literally (held bythechild) 
Itbecomes figurative: 

-"flag of [Whitman's] disposition" 

- "ha ndkerchief of the Lord" 

In 2 nd ha If of section, he discusses what 
happens to people (old and young men, 
women, children) who have died. 
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Section 6: The Grass as Flag 

"fl ag of my disposition" 
flags a re used for communication (indicate 
weather at beach, by military in Civil War to 
indicate formations 

flags represent groups (companies, countries, 
states, organizations, etc.) 

-1 denti fy lines that provide i nformation/ 
images about flags. 

-What is Whitman's disposition ? Identify 
I i nes to support your a nalysis. 


Section 6: The Grass as Handkerchief 

■ "handkerchief of the Lord" 

■ handkerchiefs used to be gift i terns; they were 
popul ar, everyone had one 

1 made of material from cotton to silkto burlap; 
q u a I ity i n dicated y o u r s oci al s tat us 

■ they were useful but a Isofashion items, were 
given as tokens of friendship or romantic love 
(similar to sharing a phone number or 
photographtoday) 


Section 6:The Grass as Handkerchief(cont) 

I denti fy the I ines that connect to the i mage of 
the handkerchief. Describe its qualities. 

If it is the "handkerchief of the Lord", what 
pers pective does Whitman ha ve about "the 
Lord"? How does he seem to view "the 
Lord['s]" relationship to humanity? Identify 
I ines to support your a nalysis. 

Howdoes Whitman view Nature in these 
I i nes? I dentify lines to s u pport your analysis. 
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Secti on 6: Life After Death 

• Identify thelinesthatdescribe who heis 

tal king a bout. I dentifythe li nes that describe 
what ha ppens to these people. 

• How do we know "there is really no death"? 

I dentifythe parts of the logical argument 
Whitman uses to claim there is no death. 

• Describe Whitman's attitude a bout death, 
connecting to s pecific lines in the poem. 


SECTION 9 & 14 


Cata logues & Pa rallelism 

Catalogues : Whitman makes lists with his 
images (e.g. section 14,1 i 5). Identify two 
catalogues inthis poem. 

Parallelism : the use of grammatical 
constructions that a re similar (e.g. section 9, li 
1 - 4). I dentify a nother example of parallelism 
in the poem. 

Onomatopoeia : words that are s pelled to 
imitate the sound they refer to (e.g. secti on 
14,1 i 2; bang, pop, swoosh) 
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Section 6 Terms Explanation 


Mow : a stackof hayorsimilarcrop; 
the place in a bam where such are 
stored 

Pert : (usually a young person) one 
who is unwise or not aware; 
disrespectful or oblivious 


Section 9 & 14 

• Read these sections, translating asyou need to. 

• I d e ntify th e major i mages i n these sections, 
connectingthemtospedfic lines. 

• Whatdoeshemakeacatalogof? 

• Identify lines in which he uses parallelism. Explain 
why he uses it. 

• Identify the line in which Whitman explicitly 
describes himself as valuingsimplitity. Explain 
whyhe seems to value itinthe lines thatfollow. 


Section 9 & 14 

For each section, do the following: 
-Identify what he is writing about in the 
section (a summary) 

-Identify the primary elements of 
discussion and the major images 
-Analyze how he writes about them: the 
effect, the mood, etc. 































SECTION 17 


Section 17: Connections 

Whi tma n feel s a s ense of connectedness wi th 
others. Wh ich I ines i n th is s ection express this 
feel i ng? Explain how they express it. 

Identify the parallel structures in this section. 
Explain why he chose to use them. 
paradox : a statement that seems to contradict 
itself but may actuallycontain a truth. 

I dentify the paradoxes i nthis section, then 
explain the mess age he is delivering through 
them. 


Section 17: The Hard Question 

This section expresses Whitman's sense of 
connection with others. Throughout his work, 
he insists that humans experience only 
i magi nary barriers between themselves. With 
this in mind,explain howthissection uses 
paradox to further bring the reader into a 
sense of connectedness with other readers. 
Hint:think about howthe reaction to the 
paradoxes might be similar. 
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SECTION 51-52 


Section 51 Terms Explanation 

• foLd: portion, section, stage 

• snuff :to putout. as intosnuffa candle 

• sidle : wa Ik sideways, usually ti midly or slowly 
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